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which everyone can thrive.
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Planning shapes the places in 
which people live, and so shapes 
their ability to live healthy lives…



Environment

Outcomes & 
Impacts

Daily activity 
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McKinnon et al. (2020) Strengthening the links between planning and health in England BMJ 2020; 369 :m795 doi:10.1136/bmj.m795

Possible planning policy themes 



National policy context



Likely(?) timescales for the LURB and NPPF

Introduced 
11 May 2022

Royal Assent 
January 2024

Operational 
Autumn 2024

30 months to 
produce new 
Local Plans

Effective mid-
2026/7?

Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill

New National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

Notice of intention 
to update

Publish draft end of 
2023??

Consultation Spring 2024??



Survival strategies for planning reform?

• Be prepared for more rounds of consultation

• Don’t be surprised by a long transition period to any new system

• Focus on strategic priorities which will ‘plug in’ to any new system 

and be able to respond to real world – e.g. changing demographics 

and climate change

• Build local evidence base

• Shift towards design guides/codes/standards



Integrating health into the local plan

1. Analysis

Identify local 
health 
priorities, 
especially 
health 
inequalities 
(e.g. via JSNA, 
IMD)

2. Strategic 
priorities

Use evidence, 
involve public 
health teams 
and Health 
and Wellbeing 
Strategies to 
inform 
priorities 

3. Health –
centred 
policies

Frame policies 
to promote 
local health 
priorities and 
determinants 
of health



Where it could take you… Southwark Plan
(adopted Feb 

2022) 



Black Country 
Plan 2022 

(WITHDRAWN)



Trafford Design 
Guide/Code
(draft 2023) 
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